
The Maya, Aztecs, and Incas 
 

 
Students will have an opportunity to learn about the Mayan, Aztec and Inca cultures and 

discover their contributions to modern society.   

As the Europeans began to expand their Empires and trade routes they found a "New World" 

as they explored the Americas. "The New World was, in a sense, a European invention." As 

these explorers searched for new ways to reach the Far East they stumbled upon native 

peoples such as the Maya, the Aztecs, and the Incas. They were not aware that this part of the 

world existed which meant that they also had no knowledge that there were civilizations that 

had existed for centuries. 

Part of learning about the history of civilizations is to look at their impact upon our lives 

today. We will explore these three civilizations with research that begins with an on-line 

activity known as a WebQuest. Each student in that group will play an integral part in 

developing a PowerPoint or a multimedia presentation to the class about the history, 

geography, culture, and decline of these civilizations. 

 

 

TASK 
 

You will work in groups to: 

1. Research the location, agriculture, government, daily life, religion, trade networks, 

achievements and decline of the Mayan, Aztec and Incan cultures. 

2. Create a hand drawn poster for each civilization. 

3. Create a PowerPoint or multimedia presentation, you may incorporate narration and/or 

appropriate music and sounds. See the Presentation Checklist handout for an 

exemplary multimedia presentation. 

 

  



PROCESS 
 

o GROUP RESEARCH PLAN:  Each member(s) of your team may research An 

individual topic OR divide your group into 3 smaller groups to research each 

civilization and assign each person multiple topics. 

This needs to be decided immediately on the first day. Mr. Imai must approve your  

group’s research plan. 

 

o NOTETAKING:  Keep a journal or use index cards (3 x5 or 4 x 6) of all findings and 

resources. Each page or card should pertain to a specific topic and/or source. The 

journal should be in the form of a small book. Index cards should be hole punched 

together and placed on a binder ring. 

 

o RESEARCH:  Search the websites of your civilization listed in your specialty. 

o Record interesting and specific information in your journal (don't forget to 

include the sources).  

o Discuss and share all findings with your team. 

 

o POSTER:  Create a poster (size - 12” x18”) for each civilization (total of 3 posters). 

Provide 1-3 (or more) important topics which could include a place, structure, person, 

event relating to the geography, history, culture, and/or decline of the civilization. 

Must be hand drawn to receive an A. 

 

o POWERPOINT:  Create a PowerPoint presentation.  

o Information should be brief, but creative and informative. 

o Minimum of 17 slides. Must include a title slide, a minimum of 2 slides per 

topic, a map slide, a timeline slide, a bibliography slide, a credit slide (names of 

group members with an explanation on how the research was done – see 

GROUP RESEARCH PLAN (see above). 

o Do NOT plagiarize information. 

o ALL pictures must have proper citations. 

o PowerPoint should reflect artistic and creative effort.  

 

  



G.R.A.P.E.S. 

The Maya, Aztecs, and Incas  
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS 

These are suggested questions to assist you in completing your task. 
Some questions may not address each civilization. 

 

 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
 

o Location, Landforms, Natural Resources  

o Where was the main area of the civilization? 
o How large was the civilization? 
o What were some key cities of this civilization?  
o Why were the first cities built? 
o Describe what you would find at these cities. 
o What types of structures did they have?  
o What structures may still be seen today?  
o How did the geography affect the farming (agriculture), hunting, and trade 

practices of the civilization? 
o What factors (if any) may have contributed to the decline of the civilization? 
o You are responsible for creating a map and providing visuals. 

 

 
 

RELIGION 
(CULTURE) 

 

o Basic Beliefs, Dieties, Rituals, Myths, Folktales   

o Describe their religion? Was it polytheistic or monotheistic? 
o Name and describe at least one god. Why was it worshipped? 
o Describe a typical religious structure in this civilization.  
o Were there any impacts of this civilization’s religion on the surrounding 

areas?   If so, what were they?  
o How are the myths and folk tales of a civilization related to how the civilization 

runs itself?  
o Describe their art and architecture. 
o What artistic advances are evident in these civilizations? 

o What factors (if any) may have contributed to the decline of the civilization? 
o You are responsible for providing visuals. 

 

 
 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

o Achievements, Inventions, Discoveries, Science 

o Remember, technology is any tool that a person uses to make life easier, safer, or 

more efficient.  

o When was this civilization at its height (golden age)? 
o What kind of writing system did the civilization have? 
o What science or technologies did they have? Remember, technology is any tool 

that a person uses to make life easier, safer, or more efficient.  
o Which technological element do you think was the most impressive?  
o Describe the civilization's calendar and how it worked.  
o What were some of their most important achievements?  
o What factors (if any) may have contributed to the decline of the civilization? 
o You are responsible for providing visuals. 

 

  



 

 
 

POLITICAL 
 

o Government Structure, Rulers, History 

o How was the government organized? What role did government play in the 
society? 

o Who were the leaders?  How were they chosen?  Did they receive help, and if 
so, from whom? 

o Who were the important leaders and why are they noteworthy? 
o Who were the European explorers who had early contact with the civilization?  
o What historical events are important to the society? 
o What factors (if any) may have contributed to the decline of the civilization? 
o You are responsible for creating a timeline and providing visuals. Remember, 

you will make ONE timeline that contains the start and end date for each 

civilization with at least 3 other important events. 

  

 
 

ECONOMICS 
 

o Trade, Products, Jobs 

o What types of things did people do for a living in this civilization? 
o What agricultural goods did they produce? 
o What did the civilization develop to ensure a steady food supply? 
o What did the civilization do to promote trade? 
o What challenges did this civilization face in agriculture and trade? How did they 

overcome these challenges? 
o What factors (if any) may have contributed to the decline of the civilization? 
o You are responsible for providing visuals. 

 

SOCIETY 
 

o Social Pyramid, Daily Life, Recreation 

o What was their class structure, if any? Who were the different members of 
their society?  What are their roles? 

o What was their daily life like?   
o What types of recreation activities did they have? 
o What factors (if any) may have contributed to the decline of the civilization? 
o You are responsible for creating a social pyramid and providing visuals. 

 

 

After using the internet and other research resources each group will prepare a PowerPoint 

presentation for the class about their civilizations. The PowerPoint must include all of the above 

topics for each civilization, including what caused the decline of each civilization. 

Your posters should be mostly an artistic and creative representation of each of the three 

civilizations.  

Your journal should be in the form of a small book or hole punched together on a binder ring (If 

you need one see me for a a ring.) Part of your journal grade will be on neatness and creativity of 

your notes. 

  



LINKS 

Maya 

 http://www.civilization.ca/civil/maya/mmc01eng.html#menu  Mayan General Information 
 http://mayas.mrdonn.org/dailylife.html   Daily life in the Maya empire 
 http://www.mysteriousplaces.com/mayan/TourEntrance.html  Tour of Chichen Itza (architecture) 
 http://www.michielb.nl/maya/astro.html    Mayan astronomy, math, writing, calendar 
 http://www.dirla.com/hondurasmaya.htm    General information about all aspects of Mayan life 
 http://www.ballgame.org/sub_section.asp?section=1&sub_section=1 Culture, artwork, architecture 

Aztec 

 http://www.indians.org/welker/aztec.htm- Overview and some cultural aspects of the Aztecs and 
History 

 http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/wickham/topics/aztecs/aztecs.html A brief history of the Aztecs 
 http://library.thinkquest.org/27981/  Culture and history 
 http://www.elbalero.gob.mx/kids/history/html/conquista/aztecas.html   Culture and history 
 http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761593151_1/Aztec_Empire.html Covers all aspects of the 

Aztecs 
 http://www.ballgame.org/sub_section.asp?section=1&sub_section=1 Culture, artwork, architecture 

Inca 

 http://incas.mrdonn.org/empire.html     Daily life in the Inca empire 
 http://incas.perucultural.org.pe/english/index.htm     History, technology and social structure of the 

Incas 
 http://peru.info/e_ftogeneraleng.asp?ids=1685&ic=2&pdr=848&jrq=2.5.3    Basic overview of the 

Incas 
 http://trailingincas.info/  History, society, technology and religion of the Incas 
 http://www.mythicjourneys.org/bigmyth/myths/english/eng_inca_culture.htm     The Inca culture 
 http://www.nationalgeographic.com/inca/index.html     National Geographic: Inca Mummies: 

Secrets of a Lost World [Go to Photo Galleries for Inca Culture, Machu Picchu, and Peru Today; also 
go to News and Exhibitions for other useful information] 

Additional Sources 

http://www2.needham.k12.ma.us/eliot/technology/lessons/pre_col/index.html More links with 
information about Maya, Aztec, and Inca civilizations. 
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WRITING A BIBLIOGRAPHY 

MLA FORMAT 
 

Format Examples 

Website or Webpage 

Format: 

Author's last name, first name (if available). "Title of work within a project or database." Title of site, project, or 

database. Editor (if available). Electronic publication information (Date of publication or of the latest update, and 

name of any sponsoring institution or organization). Date of access and <full URL>.  

 

Note: If you cannot find some of this information, cite what is available. 

Examples: 

Devitt, Terry. "Lightning injures four at music festival." The Why? Files. 2 Aug. 2001. 23 Jan. 2002 
<http://whyfiles.org/137lightning/index.html>. 

Dove, Rita. "Lady Freedom among Us." The Electronic Text Center. Ed. David Seaman. 1998. Alderman Lib., U of 
Virginia. 19 June 1998 <http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/subjects/afam.html>. 

Lancashire, Ian. Homepage. 28 Mar. 2002. 15 May 2002 <http://www.chass.utoronto.ca:8080/~ian/>. 

Levy, Steven. "Great Minds, Great Ideas." Newsweek 27 May 2002. 10 June 2002 
<http://www.msnbc.com/news/754336.asp>. 

Books 

Format: 

Author's last name, first name. Book title. Additional information. City of publication: Publishing company, 

publication date. 

Examples: 

Allen, Thomas B. Vanishing Wildlife of North America. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 1974. 

Boorstin, Daniel J. The Creators: A History of the Heroes of the Imagination. New York: Random, 1992. 

Hall, Donald, ed. The Oxford Book of American Literacy Anecdotes. New York: Oxford UP, 1981. 

Searles, Baird, and Martin Last. A Reader's Guide to Science Fiction. New York: Facts on File, Inc., 1979. 

Toomer, Jean. Cane. Ed. Darwin T. Turner. New York: Norton, 1988. 

  



Encyclopedia & Dictionary 

Format: 

Author's last name, first name. "Title of Article." Title of Encyclopedia. Date.  

 

Note: If the dictionary or encyclopedia arranges articles alphabetically, you may omit volume and page numbers. 

Examples: 

"Azimuthal Equidistant Projection." Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary. 10th ed. 1993. 

Pettingill, Olin Sewall, Jr. "Falcon and Falconry." World Book Encyclopedia. 1980. 

Tobias, Richard. "Thurber, James." Encyclopedia Americana. 1991 ed. 

Magazine & Newspaper Articles 

Format: 

Author's last name, first name. "Article title." Periodical title Volume # Date: inclusive pages.  

 

Note: If an edition is named on the masthead, add a comma after the date and specify the edition. 

Examples: 

Hall, Trish. "IQ Scores Are Up, and Psychologists Wonder Why." New York Times 24 Feb. 1998, late ed.: F1+. 

Kalette, Denise. "California Town Counts Down to Big Quake." USA Today 9 21 July 1986: sec. A: 1. 

Kanfer, Stefan. "Heard Any Good Books Lately?" Time 113 21 July 1986: 71-72. 

Trillin, Calvin. "Culture Shopping." New Yorker 15 Feb. 1993: 48-51. 

 

 

Free Website that will automatically create your bibliography for free.  
You will have to register on the website. 

 

BibMe AutoFills citations for you. Download your bibliography in RTF for free.  

BibMe   http://www.bibme.org/ 

Welcome to BibMe! The fully automatic bibliography maker that auto-fills. It's the easiest way to 

build a works cited page. And it's FREE. 

 

Search for a book, article, website, or film, or enter the information yourself. 

 

Add it to your bibliography. 

 

Download your bibliography in either the MLA, APA, Chicago, or Turabian formats and include it in 

your paper. It's that easy! 

  

http://www.bibme.org/


Sample Bibliography 

Use Arial or Times New Roman both font size 12 

 

Works Consulted 

"Battery." Encyclopedia Britannica. 1990. 

"Best Batteries." Consumer Reports Magazine 32 Dec. 1994: 71-72. 

Booth, Steven A. "High-Drain Alkaline AA-Batteries." Popular Electronics 62 Jan. 1999: 58. 

Brain, Marshall. "How Batteries Work." howstuffworks. 1 Aug. 2006 

       <http://home.howstuffworks.com/battery.htm>. 

"Cells and Batteries." The DK Science Encyclopedia. 1993. 

Dell, R. M., and D. A. J. Rand. Understanding Batteries. Cambridge, UK: The Royal Society 

       of Chemistry, 2001. 

"Learning Center." Energizer. Eveready Battery Company, Inc. 1 Aug. 2006 

       <http://www.energizer.com/learning/default.asp>. 

"Learning Centre." Duracell. The Gillette Company. 31 July 2006 

       <http://www.duracell.com/au/main/pages/learning-centre-what-is-a-battery.asp>. 

 

Source:  http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_mla_format_examples.shtml 

 

 

 

  

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_mla_format_examples.shtml


PRESENTATION CHECKLIST 
Use this checklist to assist you in creating an exemplary powerpoint presentation. 

CATEGORY   RESPONSIBILITIES 
     

 

Appearance   Text areas and graphic areas are balanced.  

    
The words on the slides are easy to read. 

 

    
The words on the slides are spelled correctly. 

 

    
The graphics on the slides are easy to see. 

 

    
The background does not compete with the text or graphics. 

 

    
The colors and patterns on my slides look good together. 

 

    
The slides seem to go together when you move from one to the next. 

 

    
Titles and headings are easy to distinguish from other text. 

 

    
Sounds and music are easy to hear. 

 

      

 

Media Use   I used photographs in my presentation.  

    
I used original art and effects in my presentation. 

 

    
I used other's art, animations, or effects in my presentation. 

 

    
I used voice-overs or sounds to enhance the presentation. 

 

    
I used media in accordance with copyright. 

 

    
I cited media in the required format. 

 

    
My media does not distract the user. 

 

      

 

Navigation   Users can find their way easily through my project.  

    
The navigation tools are easy to see and click on. 

 

    
The navigation tools are labeled when necessary. 

 

    
The navigation tools lead to logical (expected) destinations. 

 

    
The navigation tools work. 

 

      

 

Organization   I made an outline or storyboard to organize my thoughts and ideas.  

    
My presentation was a clear explanation of a topic. 

 

    
I organized my thoughts and ideas in a meaningful way. 

 

    
My organization was easy for others to follow. 

 

    
I used a Bibliography or Resources Used page. 

 

 

 



 

 

CATEGORY 

 

  
 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

 

 

Preparation   I planned my time wisely to assure access to needed materials.  

    
I thought about questions I needed to answer in my presentation. 

 

    
I thought about things I wanted to find for my presentation. 

 

    
I thought about what materials and equipment I would need for the 

presentation. 

 

    
I made a timeline of when major parts of the presentation would be 

done. 

 

      

 

Resources   I used resources that were reliable and credible.  

    
I used electronic resources (Internet, CD-ROM). 

 

    
I used print resources (textbooks, books, magazines, newspapers). 

 

    
I used materials in accordance with copyright. 

 

    
I cited my resources. 

 

 

Source: http://educatoral.com/aztec_maya_inca_webq/checklistrubric.html 

 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

Congratulations! You are now an expert on the Mayan, Aztec and Inca cultures!  

o Complete the evaluation rubrics for each individual member of your group except for 

the Comparison Chart (Mr. Imai will evaluate it). 

o Evaluate the other groups PowerPoints and posters using the Group Evaluation 

Rubric. 

o Complete the Comparison Chart which you will be able to use (one side only) with 

your PowerPoint for the Mayan, Aztec, Inca Test.  

http://educatoral.com/aztec_maya_inca_webq/checklistrubric.html


EVALUATION RUBRIC 

MAYANS, AZTECS, INCAS PROJECT 

EXPECTATIONS 

 EXCELLENT GOOD SATISFACTORY POOR 

 
Artistic 

Creativity 
Poster 

Exceeds all expectations and 

requirements; neatly and 

accurately completed; 

overall impression reflects 

time and pride with 

exceptional care and effort; 

The visual presentation is 

exceptionally attractive in 

terms of design, layout, and 

neatness. 

Meets all expectations and 

requirements; mostly neatly 

and accurately completed; 

overall impression reflects 

time and pride with care and 

effort; The visual 

presentation appears 

attractive in terms of design, 

layout, and neatness. 

Meets all expectations and 

requirements; quality of 

work displays adequate 

organization and 

completeness; shows pride 

of ownership and effort. The 

visual presentation may be 

attractive in terms of design, 

layout, and neatness. 

Consistently falls short of 

requirements; quality of 

work is inadequate, poor, 

and incomplete; appears to 

be rushed and careless.  The 

visual presentation is not 

attractive in terms of design, 

layout, and neatness. 

 

 

Accuracy 
Information 

Visuals 
Journal 

Information is clear and 

well-organized; thoroughly 

provides relevant and 

accurate historical 

information; goes into depth 

with considerable, pertinent, 

and specific information; 

even coverage of all areas of 

the topic. 

Information is clear and 

organized; provides relevant 

and accurate historical 

information; goes into depth 

with specific information; 

coverage of all areas of the 

topic 

Presentation of information 

is satisfactory; there is some 

lapses in organization or 

clarity; provides appropriate 

historical information; 

providing some specific 

information; adequately 

covers most areas of topic. 

Presentation of information 

is minimally successful; 

lacks clarity; provides 

somewhat limited or 

inaccurate historical 

information; inappropriate 

information; few details; 

may cover a few portions of 

topic. 

 
Bibliography 

Sources 

All sources (information and 

graphics) are accurately 

documented in the desired 

format.  Shows usage of 

additional resources. 

All sources (information and 

graphics) are accurately 

documented, but a few are 

not in the desired format. 
May show use of additional 

resources. 

All sources (information and 

graphics) are accurately 

documented, but many are 

not in the desired format. 

Does not show use of 

additional resources. 

Some sources are not 

accurately documented.  

Does not show use of 

resources. 

 
Grammar 
Spelling 

Minor or no errors in 

spelling, language and 

terminology. 

Minor errors in spelling,   

language and terminology. 

Revision may be needed.  

Some errors in spelling, 

language and terminology 

usage 

Revision is needed with 

frequent mistakes in 

language and terminology 

usage. 

 
Group Work 

You worked perfectly with 

your group, communicated 

clearly and participated fully 

in your group research. 

You worked with your 

group well but didn't 

communicate as well as you 

could have and participate in 

your group research. 

You worked with your 

group, communicated a little 

and participated minimally 

in your group research. 

You didn't work very well 

with your group. 

 
Notes 

Journal/Cards 

Notes are recorded and 

organized in an extremely 

neat and orderly fashion. 

Information clearly relates 

to the main topic. It includes 

several supporting details 

and/or examples.  

Notes are recorded legibly 

and are somewhat 

organized. Information 

clearly relates to the main 

topic. It provides 1-2 

supporting details and/or 

examples.  

Notes are recorded with 1-2 

topics not addressed. 

Information relates to the 

main topic. It provides 1-2 

supporting details and/or 

examples.  

One or more topics were not 

addressed. Information has 

little or nothing to do with 

the main topic.  No details 

and/or examples are given.  

 

  



GROUP EVALUATION RUBRIC 

MAYANS, AZTECS, INCAS PROJECT                PERIOD   

Your group will be graded on your content knowledge, presentation and effort. You are expected to work 

well with your group, communicate with them well and share information with one another. You are 

expected to gain a full understanding of the Maya, Aztec and Inca cultures and show this understanding 

through your presentation.  

NAME             GRADE     

NAME             GRADE     

NAME             GRADE     

NAME             GRADE     

NAME             GRADE    

NAME             GRADE    

NAME             GRADE    

NAME             GRADE    

Powerpoint Excellent Good Satisfactory Poor Comments 

Mayan Info 12      11  10      9     8 7  

Mayan visuals 6 5 4 3  

Aztec Info 12      11  10      9     8 7  

Aztec visuals 6 5 4 3  

Inca Info 12      11  10      9     8 7  

Inca visuals 6 5 4 3  

Bibliography 6 5 4 3  

Visual sources 4 3 2 1  

Grammar/ Spelling 6 5 4 3  

Creativity/Artistic 10  9 8 7  

Mayan Poster 10  9 8 7  

Aztec Poster 10  9 8 7  

Inca Poster 10  9 8 7  

      

 Points Pts. Poss. Grade 99-110 A  

    88-98 B  

  110  77-87 C  

    66-76 D  



INDIVIDUAL EVALUATION RUBRIC 

MAYANS, AZTECS, INCAS PROJECT                PERIOD   

Your fellow group members will be giving you this grade. You will be graded on your team work, 

content knowledge, presentation and individual work. You are expected to work well with your 

group, communicate with them well and share information with one another. You are expected to 

gain a full understanding of the Maya, Aztec and Inca cultures and show this understanding 

through your individual work.  

NAME             GRADE     

                 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COMPLETED TASKS (CIVILIZATION AND TOPICS) 

 

 

 

 

 

 Excellent Good Satisfactory Poor Comments 

      

Cooperation 6 5 4 3  

Communication 6 5 4 3  

Assisted Others 6 5 4 3  

Research 6 5 4 3  

Effort/Teamwork 6 5 4 3  

Comparison Chart 10 9 8 7  

      

      

 Points Pts. Poss. Grade 36-40 A  

    32-35 B  

  40  28-31 C  

    24-27 D  

 

 



COMPARISON CHART 

 MAYAS AZTEC INCAS 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
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SOCIETY 

 
 

   



 


